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Abstract

The study is aimed at identifying training needs related to research
skills in the digital environment for graduate students in the Department of
Education at the Islamic University in Al-Madinah Al-Munawarah. It also
aims to identify the differences in the participants’ perceptions in light of
the following variables: the course of study, the programme, the number of
training programmes undertaken in Computer Science, English language
proficiency level and expertise in computer skills.

The descriptive approach was adopted to monitor the phenomenon in
its entirety, and in designing the study's questionnaires. The questionnaire was
administered to (394) graduate students at the Department of Education in the
second semester of the academic year 1436/1437 AH. The questionnaire was
composed of 43 items across four areas. Namely, Training needs related to
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research skills in the digital environment, data collection and its archiving in the
digital environment, data analysis and writing skills in the digital environment,
and skills related to organizing research content and its final production in the
digital environment.

The main findings of the study showed that training needs for

research skills in the digital environment were extremely high based on the
information ascertained from the questionnaire. The area entitled Data
analysis and writing skills in the digital environment presented itself as a
core training need, followed closely by “organizing the research content
and its final production”, “looking up research data” and, finally, skills of
“data collection and its archiving”.
Keywords: Training Needs, Islamic University, Research Skills in the Digital
Environment.
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